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 Chair Report/ CDR Dan Goldstein vice-chair
PAPAG Chair Report:
Welcome to the November 2014 PAPAG meeting!  CDR Josef Rivero called in for the meeting at 2000 hours eastern time, 0100 hours local time in Liberia, Africa.  CDR Rivero, along with 6 other PAs, are presently deployed to Africa as part of the Commissioned Corps Ebola Response Team I, USPHS Monrovia Medical Unit.  CDR Rivero spoke for approximately 10 minutes providing some general information about his experience there so far.  He recommended some useful tips (e.g. clothing/uniforms) for people that may be deployed to Liberia in the future.  The other PAs deployed with CDR Rivero include the following: CDR Tracy Branch, CDR Tom Janisko, LCDR Phillip LaFleur, LCDR Phil Jaquith, LCDR Pascale Lecuire, and our current PAPAG Chair LCDR Brian Burt.  The PAPAG wished Josef and all the other PHS officers there to stay safe and be well.

Liberia update continued: There are a total of 69 PHS officers presently deployed in Liberia.  They completed a week of training in Anniston, AL, that started on 10/19/14 and then they left for Africa on 10/26/14.  There was a brief story from NBC news, a web site link from 10/29/14 forwarded out from the HSPAC, that included pictures of PHS officers in uniform standing at attention, and CAPT Paul Reed, the Chief Medical Officer in charge, was interviewed.  A survey monkey email was sent to the commissioned corps on 11/05/14 asking PHS officers to update their status for future Ebola Response deployment.

LCDR Joe Newcomb is now officially the new Communications Subcommittee Chair.  LCDR Newcomb has taken on a leadership role with PAPAG communication tasks since he joined as a voting member in January 2014.  The PAPAG thanks him for his good work.

CDR Deborah Bishop has voluntarily agreed to give up her position as IHSC liaison to LCDR Mark Nienhuis, who joins the PAPAG as a non-voting member.  The PAPAG welcomes Mark as a new liaison member.

CDR Goldstein reminded PAPAG voting members and liaisons to update their contact information and send the details to LCDR Newcomb so he can update the roster.  Since the PAPAG roster for 2014 was initially created in January 2014, several PAs have changed duty station, telephone numbers, and emails (both private/work).

By this time hopefully all of you have completed the COER attachment I and your rater has completed attachment II.  The Reviewing Official needs to complete the COER as soon as possible so it can be sent to DCCPR.  The completed COERs are being posted into the officer’s OPF fairly quickly once it is received by DCCPR.

PAs up for promotion are reminded they need to complete the Officer Statement (OS) and get it faxed into the OPF.  The Reviewing Official Statement (ROS) needs to be mailed to the liaison for your agency, and the liaison then brings the ROS to DCCPR.  The deadline for the ROS is no later than 12/31/14, but it should be completed as soon as possible.  There is a lecture scheduled for Wednesday, November 19, 2014, from 1200 to 1300 hours ET, titled Promotion Officer Profile.  The program will include trends of officers who were successfully promoted over the past several years.  The advertisement for this lecture was found in the HSO weekly announcements email.  

Direct Access will be down December 18, 2014, through January 5, 2014.  PHS officers are reminded not to wait until the last minute if they need to log in their updated BLS/ACLS and annual physical fitness test (APFT) results in Direct Access.  

PAs were reminded to fax in their annual influenza vaccine paperwork before the end of December 2014.  A fax coversheet should be used and a copy of the successful fax transmission paperwork should be kept.  There are 2 new fax numbers that were established recently, and they are posted on the CCMIS home page.

CV reviewers: LCDR Burt mentioned this project to the PAPAG during the October 2014 meeting.  PAs who want their CV reviewed, including the PAs up for promotion, were encouraged to do so.  The following PAs have agreed to be CV reviewers: CDR Tom Janisko for PAs up for 03/04, CDR Alnissa Carter and CDR Deborah Bishop for 05, and CAPT Robin Hunter Buskey for 06.  LCDR Rathke from the PAPAG has volunteered to be the coordinator overseeing this project.  More information from LCDR Rathke will be included in the November minutes.

There is a new HSO CV Summary Sheet format, and HSOs (including PAs) have until December 2015 to make the changes.  The new format was designed through the HSPAC Career Development Subcommittee.

There is an end of the year lunch scheduled at the Copper Canyon Grill in Silver Spring, MD, on Friday, December 5, 2014.  I have signed up for the lunch and will represent the PAPAG by attending.  In addition, there is an end of the year HSO newsletter and the HSPAC is requesting articles to highlight accomplishments of the PAGs.  I will submit a write-up to represent the PAPAG.  

On October 23, 2014, an email was sent to the commissioned corps announcing a new acting Assistant Secretary for Health (ASH), Dr. Karen DeSalvo.  She replaces Dr. Howard Koh who stepped down as ASH on August 1, 2014.

Call for new PAPAG members: There are approximately 9 PAs who have their 3 year PAPAG term ending on December 31, 2014.  To fill these vacancies, the PAPAG Membership Subcommittee has been advertising the call for new members through emails, such as the HSO Weekly Announcements.  CDR Brooks will provide more details in the Membership Subcommittee report in the November minutes.

Duty Station project: LCDR Burt mentioned this idea during the October 2014 meeting.  The goal is for a different PA each month to give a brief (< 10 minutes) PowerPoint talk about the officer’s duty station.  PAs in the corps work in numerous government agencies and have different types of jobs as clinical and non-clinical.  It would be educational for PAs in the corps to learn about these unique duty stations.  LCDR Burt gave a talk about his position with the National Park Service during the October 2014 meeting.  I gave a talk about FMC Devens, BOP, my most recent duty station, during the November 2014 meeting.   


Subcommittee Reports

Awards Subcommittee- CDR Deborah Bishop
Nothing to report

Communications Subcommittee- CDR Jim Reid/CDR Stephen Keller/LCDR Joseph Newcomb
There are now two PAPAG Listservs, L and V:

The L list will link all PHS Physician Assistants for broad dissemination of information.   Topics covered, such as promotion information, job announcement, and other career announcements.

The V list will consist of only PAPAG voting members.  Information like agendas and internal PAG house-keeping will be broadcasted via this list.

Using the PHS PA roster, gathered from the OFRD roster, all PA’s were added to the PAPAG L list.  As of this week 26NOV2014 only two PA’s have requested to be taken off the Listserv, no reason given.

Membership Subcommittee-LT Tracy Sanchez/CDR Chauna Brooks/LCDR Patricia Corbin
 Nothing to report

Policy and Procedure Subcommittee- CDR Joe Morris/CDR Paul Hager
The Policy and Procedures Committee is working on section 5 of the By-Laws.

Professional Development Subcommittee- LCDR Billy Collins/LCDR Danielle Didonna
-The Committee was asked by the PHS Appointment Board to form 5 interview questions for new PAs entering the Corps. - COMPLETE
 
-The Committee was asked by the SRCOSTEP program manager to identify ways in which to improve the recruiting of PAs into the program - COMPLETE
-HSPAC Career Opportunities at the OPDIV Level Project - ONGOING

-The Committee is corresponding with the AAPA Professional Practice Committee in identifying pertinent projects in which to collaborate - ONGOING

-The Committee is actively working with the Communications Committee to post the PA Duty Station map on the PAPAG website - ONGOING

Readiness Subcommittee- CDR Dan Goldstein /CDR Josef Rivero/CDR Holli Olson
The quarter for USPHS readiness ended on September 30, 2014.  The readiness subcommittee received the HSO readiness report from DCCPR on November 12, 2014.  Because the monthly PAPAG meeting occurred on November 13, we did not have time to review the data for PA readiness.  We will have data to report for PA readiness for the December 2014 meeting.  

Recruitment and Retention Subcommittee-CDR Mark McKinnon
Nothing to report

Welcoming Subcommittee-CDR Candace Been
Nothing to report

Ad Hoc COF Subcommittee/ CDR Michelle Pelkey
Nothing to report

Ad Hoc AMSUS Subcommittee/ LCDR Brian Burt
Nothing to report

Liaison Reports

JOAG/ LCDR Pieter Van Horn
Nothing to report

BOP-LCDR Pieter Van Horn
Nothing to report

IHSC- LCDR Mark Nienhuis 
Nothing to report

IHS- CDR Holli Olson 
New Issue: 
Currently ~ 13 officers from the IHS deployed to Africa for Ebola response.  IHS states will continue to support missions and has been offering Ebola.  These briefings can be viewed at 
Weekly IHS webinars on Ebola and Multiple other historical webinars and learning opportunities can be viewed at.. All TBHCE Educational Series Information : Recording https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/pub?key=0AojWhIQHNLJndGVOLXFzWnNaODdnbVJscmNYeV80OVE&single=true&gid=0&output=html
The IHS has established a Deployment Authorization Process which basically states that even though you may be preauthorized to deploy a month or 2 before your on call month.  If you are notified to deploy you must immediately notify and get approval from every level of your local and Area Office chain of command up through the Director of IHS prior to departure.

NC4 (National Council of Chief Clinical Consultants) issues:  http://www.ihs.gov/nc4	
Chief Clinical Consultant for Physician Assistants:  Capt Gary Cole

IHS Website and IHS Directors Blog:  http://www.ihs.gov/
http://www.ihs.gov/OSCAR/—online search engine of archived documents/publications related to IHS.  Ex.  Search cancer statistic for Native Americans, or culturally sensitive educational materials.
IHS jobs: http://www.ihs.gov/jobs, https://www.usajobs.gov/
Most sites are eligible for ~$24,000 per year loan repayment.  To learn more visit the IHS loan repayment website at http://www.ihs.gov/loanrepayment/
Positions available in Eagle Butte, SD x 2; Winnebago NE x 2; Rapid City SD x 2;  Gallup NM;  continuous open positions for MN, WY, MT.

FDA-LCDR Stephen Smith
The following sites are now hiring.... as always USAJOBS is your source for positions, I am your source for information about life with FDA!

Silver Spring, Maryland         GS 12/13

Multiple Food positions:      GS 11/12
Birmingham, Alabama [image: show on map icon]Mobile, Alabama [image: show on map icon]Montgomery, Alabama [image: show on map icon]Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Covington, Louisiana [image: show on map icon]Lafayette, Louisiana [image: show on map icon]Metairie, Louisiana

Detroit, Michigan                   GS 11/12
Rockville, Maryland             GS 11/12
Alameda, California                GS 13

Bloodbank Tissue investigators GS 13
Multiple positions in Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Tennessee!

NOAA-CDR Michelle Pelkey
Nothing to report

PHSAPA-LCDR Pieter Van Horn
Nothing to report

DOD-{vacant}
Nothing to report

Meeting adjourned at 21:00 hours EST.
Next teleconference:   December 11, 2014 at 20:00 hrs EST.
Call –in number: 1-218-548-3569 Pass code: 778730# 
Minutes prepared by: CDR James Reid, II, Secretary
Reviewed and approved by: LCDR Brian Burt, Chair                
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	Attendance
	Rank
	Last Name
	First Name
	OPDIV

	Present
	CDR
	Been
	Candace
	IHSC

	Present
	CDR
	Bishop
	Deborah
	IHSC

	Present
	CDR
	Brooks
	Chauna
	BOP

	Excused
	LCDR
	Burt
	Brian
	HRSA

	Excused
	LCDR
	Collins
	Billy
	DOD

	Present
	LCDR
	Corbin
	Patricia
	BOP

	Present
	LCDR
	Didonna
	Danielle
	FDA

	Absent
	LCDR
	Forster
	Jerry
	DOJ/BOP

	Present
	CDR
	Goldstein
	Dan
	BOP

	Absent
	CDR
	Hager
	Paul
	IHS

	Absent
	CDR
	Keller
	Stephen
	IHS

	Absent
	CDR
	McKinnon
	Mark
	HHS

	Present
	CDR
	Medina
	Miguel
	BOP

	Present
	CDR
	Meece
	Rebecca
	HHS

	Excused
	CDR
	Morris
	Joe
	DHS

	Present
	LCDR
	Newcomb
	Joseph
	IHS

	Present
	CDR
	Olson
	Holli
	IHS

	Present
	CDR
	Pelkey
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Michelle
	NOAA

	Present
	LCDR
	Rathke
	Christian
	NOAA

	Present
	CDR
	Reid
	Jim
	BOP

	Present
	CDR
	Rivero
	Josef
	BOP

	Absent
	CDR
	Saini
	Parmjeet
	HRSA

	Absent
	LT 
	Sanchez
	Tracy
	IHS

	Present
	LCDR
	Thompson
	Jasen
	DHS

	Present
	CDR
	Valdez
	Janet
	NIH

	Present
	LCDR
	Van Horn
	Pieter
	BOP

	Absent
	LCDR
	Zagula
	Matthew
	IHS


Liaisons: LCDR Stephen Smith, LCDR Mark Nienhuis
Guests: LT Ryan Toliver, LCDR Jeremy Parmley, CAPT Robin Hunter-Buskey, LTJG Garrick Olsen, LCDR Michelle Gielski, LT Dale Welsh, LCDR Rodney Sluss, LCDR Kendall Hirano, LCDR Michelle Womack, LCDR Eduardo Faytong, LTJG Gina Tomkus, LT Christina Gherke, LT Kenneth Felkley.
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