                                Physician Assistant Professional Advisory Group
                                                   U.S. Public Health Service
                                                 September 11, 2014 Minutes

 Chair Report/ LCDR Brian Burt
PAPAG Chair Report:
1) HSO Professional Advisory Group Members,
The Health Services Officer Recruitment and Retention Exit Interview Sub-committee seeks to capture valuable information from retiring and separating PHS Health Service Officers that may help strengthen the infrastructure of the USPHS Commissioned Corps. Results are confidential and the survey only takes about five minutes to accomplish. 
Please disseminate the survey to PHS Health Service Officers who you know are separating or retiring in the near future. Currently, the survey is for non-physicians. HSO allied clinical providers include Dental Hygiene, Medical Laboratory Science, Optometry, Physician Assistant, and Podiatry. Psychologists and Social Workers are also represented in the HSO category. The link to the survey is below. Please contact me if you have any questions.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZPMP8HM
2) Please see forthcoming email asking for participation in a nutritional supplement survey for a sister service PA-C. Expect to see more of these study requests as some officers are entering doctoral programs. Please consider participating in these where possible. 
3) Our committees are active and the leaders of these committees are moving forward with projects. Please keep up the great work. A huge thanks to the PD committee for starting the duty station project. 

Subcommittee Reports
Awards Subcommittee- CDR Deborah Bishop
Sub Committee communicating via e-mail

Goals remain increase applicant pool for PAPAG PA of the year award, and to increase overall award awareness. 

Committee will try to send out announcements to the PAPAG when awards are available. 

First press release routed to our Chair for approval during tonight’s meeting.

Fellow PA’s :

Please see the link below for information about the 5th Annual Unsung Heroes in Public Health Award.  Nominations are due by November 3rd.  PA’s make an excellent contribution to the USPHS and the health of the nation.  I am certain that one of us meets the nomination criteria.  http://www.cphfoundation.org/annual_awards.html

Communications Subcommittee- CDR Jim Reid/CDR Stephen Keller/LCDR Joseph Newcomb
An email was sent out last month offering PA’s on the readiness roster, assistance on registering on the listserv. Three officers requested assistance and were placed on the listserv.

The PAPAG roster needs updating, in reference to committees and group officers.  After roster has been updated will contact HSO Web Site admin to update the roster on the PAPAG directory.

Membership Subcommittee-LT Tracy Sanchez/CDR Chauna Brooks/LCDR Patricia Corbin
 The membership committee officially launched the request for self nominations 2015-2017 PAPAG.
 LCDR Phil Jaquith (Indian Health Services) sent out the following:
Updated HSO Website Change Request Form. 
Updated On our PAPAG page 
LDCR Patricia Corbin (BOP)
Sent Out Announcements 
The various agency (FDA, IHS, CDC, etc) and the following organizational list serve:
The Commissioned Officers Association (COA) of the United States Public Health Service. 
The Military Association of America (MOAA) . 
The Association of Military Surgeons of the United States (AMSUS). 
Minority Officers Liaison Council 
Junior Officer Advisory Group 
So far we have 5 Applications.
Deadline for submission 12/05/2014 and LCDR Burt will review application and the selected nominees will be notified prior to the January 2015 PAPAG meeting.

Policy and Procedure Subcommittee- CDR Joe Morris/CDR Paul Hager
No report submitted

Professional Development Subcommittee- LCDR Billy Collins/LCDR Danielle Didonna
 HSPAC CV Format Revision Project completed. Changes to the existing HSO CV format were minimal and will be implemented in 2015.-HSPAC Career Opportunities at the OPDIV Level Project - ONGOING-CAPT Hunter-Buskey's continuing education survey results having been compiled and will be presented during the next PAPAG meeting.-The Committee will be corresponding with the AAPA Professional Practice Committee in identifying pertinent projects in which to collaborate - ONGOING

Readiness Subcommittee- CDR Dan Goldstein /CDR Josef Rivero/CDR Holli Olson
1.  Deadline for the transition to the ODU uniform is Jan 2015.  Go to the dcp website for instructions on ordering.  Please order your uniforms now as the coast guard supply is limited and many sizes continue to be out of stock.  Also remember that you should eventually order the parka and a liner as you could be deployed during cold weather and need to be properly equipped.
Some tips: 
· If items are out of stock, they are not automatically filled when they come in.  You do have to keep rechecking and reordering.
· If items are consistently out of stock on-line, call—sometimes the item has not been updated on-line.
· Try the next appropriate size or length closet to what you are trying to order.  For example if the short is out of stock, try a regular—it may fit better than you expect.
2.  The next readiness Quarterly check will occur September 30t.  So please ensure that you review the Readiness Checklist on the ccrf.hhs.gov (OFRD) website under readiness Guides and ensure all your requirements are submitted and updated prior to the end of the month.  Do not procrastinate.
3.  I would further request that those who do not have the field medical readiness badge, that you begin the modules now as they take a while to complete and the next promotion cycle is already under way.  Even if you have not been deployed.  Having the modules completed prior to a deployment is beneficial for the overall deployment experience and will make it quicker to get your badge when you do get a qualifying deployment.
Recruitment and Retention Subcommittee-CDR Mark McKinnon
No report submitted

Welcoming Subcommittee-CDR Candace Been
No report submitted

Ad Hoc COF Subcommittee/ CDR Michelle Pelkey
No report submitted

Ad Hoc AMSUS Subcommittee/ LCDR Brian Burt
Reminder: This is going to be a large conference with PHS front and center with RADM Luschniak’s tobacco presentations. Heavily attended. 
AMSUS BOOTH 
If you are interested in assisting with the USPHS Booth at AMSUS, please send an e-mail to let CDR Jennifer Moon with a cc to CDR Gresham, CDR Lau, and LT Thornton. CDR Moon will be leading this effort.
Battlefield Accupuncture class still has a few openings. 

Liaison Reports

JOAG/ LCDR Pieter Van Horn
-Open Period for Registered Nurse Applications to the USPHS Commissioned Corps.
The Commissioned Corps will open the application process on September 15 and 16, 2014 at 9:00AM EST for qualified Registered Nurse candidates willing to serve in the Immigration Health Service Corps, the Federal Bureau of Prisons, and/or the Indian Health Service.
The Corps will screen and accept 30 qualified candidates on September 15th and 30 on September 16th. Once the maximum number of qualified candidates is identified, the screening process will be closed for this cycle.
-PAC related: Officers assigned to the National Capitol Region, or if traveling to this area, may go to the Coast Guard Exchange located at 2703 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE, Building 49, Washington, DC 20593 to obtain their ODUs.  OFFICERS MUST CALL AHEAD TO OBTAIN A SPONSOR NO LESS THAN 48 HOURS prior to the requested visit at 202-372-4780 or x4781 to schedule an appointment. Officers may be required to give their name, social security number and date of birth for entry onto the secured portion of the Coast Guard Headquarters Campus.  Officers who do not have an appointment or uniform shop sponsor will not be permitted access to the station.  Officers must bring their military ID card with them to access the base and utilize the Exchange.  Any questions may be directed to Exchange Manager, Christy Jordan at the number above or at cjordan@cg-exchange.com
-Future Journeyman Speaker Series: 12 September 2014 at 1300 - 1400 EST
Topic: USPHS and AMSUS(The Association of Military Surgeons of the United States)Speakers: CDR David Lau, CDR Malaysia Gresham, LT Cody Thornton, Angelica Chica
Dial-in Number: 1-213-342-3000; Participant Access Code: 6904646
-The Hispanic Officers Advisory Committee to the Office of the Surgeon General invites you to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month from September 15, 2014 – October 15, 2014

BOP-LCDR Pieter Van Horn
No report submitted

IHSC- CDR Deborah Bishop 
Migrant crisis continues along the US-Mexican Border

Leadership Billets are available- Isolated/Hardship location

IHSC Officers are deploying regularly, sometimes every other month

If you are interested in coming to work for IHSC there are plenty of openings. 

IHS- CDR Holli Olson 
NC4 (National Council of Chief Clinical Consultants) issues:  http://www.ihs.gov/nc4	
Chief Clinical Consultant for Physician Assistants:  Capt Gary Cole

Ongoing issues…
The primary focus over the next year will be assisting PA’s with placement in IHS.
    IHS is beginning work on a Nationally-based MOU for Rotation sites for PA Students. We will likely be using the Pharmacy template. There has been persistent interest in this from both PA administrators and Students alike and once through will give them a good introduction to our invaluable work and career opportunities. 
    IHS has our first GS-13 PA at Phoenix Indian Medical Center (PIMC).  The PA received this on the basis of his Psychiatry CAQ and there is potential for more in the next year in other Specialties.  This was a grassroots local effort rather than a Headquarters initiative.  However, the IHS Director is receptive to increasing Recruiting and Retention efforts for our IHS Providers, so improvements for PAs will continue to be pushed from locally up the chain and from the top of the chain down.

IHS Website and IHS Directors Blog:  http://www.ihs.gov/ ; http://www.ihs.gov/OSCAR/
 http://www.ihs.gov/OSCAR/—online search engine of archived documents/publications related to IHS.  Ex.  Search cancer statistic for Native Americans, or culturally sensitive educational materials.
The IHS has established a Deployment Authorization Process which basically states that even though you may be preauthorized to deploy a month or 2 before your on call month.  If you are notified to deploy you must immediately notify and get approval from every level of your local and Area Office chain of command up through the Director of IHS prior to departure.
IHS jobs: http://www.ihs.gov/jobs, https://www.usajobs.gov/
Wagner Health Center, SD x 2 Rapid City SD x 2, Pine Ridge Hospital in SD x 2,  Eagle Butte, SD x 2, Bemidji Area MN x 2, Quentin N Burdick Memorial Health Facility in ND x 2, Billings Area Montana  x 2, Toiybee CA x 1, Inchelium WA x 1, Catawba SC x 1, Ft Defiance AZ x 1
Most sites are eligible for ~$24,000 per year loan repayment.  To learn more visit the IHS loan repayment website at http://www.ihs.gov/loanrepayment/

FDA-LCDR Stephen Smith
FDA Liaison report for September 11, 2014 per LCDR Smith.  The following sites are now hiring.... as always USAJOBS is your source for positions, I am your source for information about life with FDA!
A search on USAJobs for Consumer Safety Officer reveals the following locations:

Louisville, Kentucky
Brunswick, Ohio
Cincinnati, Ohio
Columbus, Ohio
Memphis, Tennessee
Montgomery County, Maryland

NOAA-CDR Michelle Pelkey
NOAA is actively recruiting for mid-level position on NOAA Ship Hi’ialakai, home ported in Honolulu, Hawaii.

PHSAPA-LCDR Pieter Van Horn
•	Potentially hosting dining in at the next AAPA convention
•	Combined services track at next AAPA convention
•	continue to work on lifetime membership details
•	PA exposure as mentioned in last meeting minutes

DOD-{vacant}
No report submitted

Meeting adjourned at 21:00 hours EST.
Next teleconference:   October 9, 2014 at 20:00 hrs EST.
Call –in number: 1-218-548-3569 Pass code: 778730# 
Minutes prepared by: CDR James Reid, II, Secretary
Reviewed and approved by: LCDR Brian Burt, Chair                
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                                   Physician Assistant Professional Advisory Group
                                                 U.S.  Public Health Service 
                                                 Thursday September 11, 2014
                                                          2000-2100 EST
	Attendance
	Rank
	Last Name
	First Name
	OPDIV

	Absent
	CDR
	Been
	Candace
	IHSC

	Present
	CDR
	Bishop
	Deborah
	IHSC

	Absent
	CDR
	Brooks
	Chauna
	BOP

	Present
	LCDR
	Burt
	Brian
	HRSA

	Present
	LCDR
	Collins
	Billy
	DOD

	Present
	LCDR
	Corbin
	Patricia
	BOP

	Present
	LCDR
	Didonna
	Danielle
	FDA

	Absent
	LCDR
	Forster
	Jerry
	DOJ/BOP

	Excused
	CDR
	Goldstein
	Dan
	BOP

	Absent
	CDR
	Hager
	Paul
	IHS

	Absent
	CDR
	Keller
	Stephen
	IHS

	Present
	CDR
	McKinnon
	Mark
	HHS

	Present
	CDR
	Medina
	Miguel
	BOP

	Present
	CDR
	Meece
	Rebecca
	HHS

	Absent
	CDR
	Morris
	Joe
	DHS

	Excused
	LCDR
	Newcomb
	Joseph
	IHS

	Present
	CDR
	Olson
	Holli
	IHS

	Present
	CDR
	Pelkey
	Michelle
	NOAA

	Absent
	LCDR
	Rathke
	Christian
	NOAA

	Present
	CDR
	Reid
	Jim
	BOP

	Present
	CDR
	Rivero
	Josef
	BOP

	Absent
	CDR
	Saini
	Parmjeet
	HRSA

	Absent
	LT 
	Sanchez
	Tracy
	IHS

	Present
	LCDR
	Thompson
	Jasen
	DHS

	Excused
	CDR
	Valdez
	Janet
	NIH

	Present
	LCDR
	Van Horn
	Pieter
	BOP

	Absent
	LCDR
	Zagula
	Matthew
	IHS


Liaisons: LCDR Smith
Guests: LCDR LaFleur, LT Valerie Smith, CAPT Hunter-Buskey, LCDR Martinez, LCDR Cooper, LCDR Glascow, LTJG Olson
