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 Chair Report/ LCDR Brian Burt
PAPAG Chair report:
Thanks to all of those that replied to the Survey Monkey survey.  The results of the PAPAG meeting date/time preference are as follows:
Meet during work: 44.5%
Meet after work: 50
Doesn’t Matter: 5.5%
The current date/time of meetings is ideal for me (last Thursday of the month at 2000 ET)
Yes: 65%
No: 35%
Which days of the week are best?
Thursday won, Wednesday was close
Comments:  I received 10 comments that were helpful.  
 
The executive committee will meet prior to next month’s meeting to determine the schedule of meetings for the remained of the year. 
 
There is now a 2.8 GPA requirement for new commissions (qualifying degree).  
 
Be advised that while marijuana laws are being relaxed in many states, the CC just sent out an advisory that as a commissioned officer you are not permitted to partake and can be subjected to disciplinary action, including voluntary separation. 
 
You are also reminded that the No Smoking while in uniform rule is in effect.
 
Additionally the CC sent out a rather stark warning regarding proper uniform wear.  Please see the Commissioned Corps Bulletin for details.
 
We will be sending out 2 emails to the field about monthly meetings.  One in the beginning of the week and the second on the day of the meeting.  

There are 3 new positions available at DCCPR:
1) O3 OBC instructor
2) O4 Program Coordinator/Separations Counselor
3) O6 Senior Policy Advisor
- All have a deadline of 3/14.  

Subcommittee Reports

Awards Subcommittee- LCDR Deborah Bishop/CDR Janet Valdez
The HS PAC is seeking nominations for Stanley J. Kissel Jr. Award for Outstanding Health Services Professional of the Year.”  To download a nomination form visit: http://usphs-hso.org/?q=pac/sub/awards/kissel. The HS PAC is also inviting nominations for the “Joseph Garcia Jr. Award for Outstanding Junior Officer of the Year.”  To download a nomination form visit: http://usphs-hso.org/?q=pac/sub/awards/garcia.   Nominations are both due on March 7, 2014.

The submission for nomination of 2014 Physician Assistant of the Year Award is due on March 31, 2104. Please refer to the PAPAG website for nomination form and additional information.

We highly encouraged considering nominating your colleagues who deserve to be recognized for their hard work, efforts and contribution to the mission of USPHS and Physician Assistant community.

Communications Subcommittee- LCDR Jim Reid/CDR Stephen Keller
 The new Face book page "USPHS Physician Assistant Professional Advisory Group" is available and it is only for “read only” purpose.  The committee is dividing up responsibilities for Listserv, e-mail in-box, weekly updates to the HS-PAC Newsletter, and Face book. We are also in the process of updating the PAPAG roster on website and cleaning up the list serve on the agenda.

Membership Subcommittee-LT Tracy Sanchez/CDR Chauna Brooks
LT Tracy Sanchez will put out a call for new applicants in March, June and September and will coordinate with CDR Brooks about COA symposium as this may be another good recruiting opportunity.  

Policy and Procedure Subcommittee- CDR Joe Morris/CDR Paul Hager
The updated section of by-laws with comments to all members was distributed to all members last month. We will resend it again for review and please provide comments to CDR Joe Morris @s joseph.morris@ihs.gov
Please welcome LCDR Jeremy Parmley who recently joined our committee as a volunteer and nonvoting member.

Professional Development Subcommittee- LCDR Billy Collins/LCDR Jasen Thompson
The committee members are planning to setup a teleconference to discuss the committee's action items.
 The committee made contact with the HSPAC Career Development committee leadership and identified 3-4 areas of possible collaboration. More information to follow.

Readiness Subcommittee- CDR Dan Goldstein /CDR Josef Rivero
The readiness subcommittee was able to obtain a list from DCCPR of HSOs who were Basic Ready and Not Qualified from the December 31, 2013, quarterly readiness check.  Out of the approximately 164 active duty PAs in the commissioned corps, there were 13 PAs listed as Not Qualified, which calculates to an approximate 92 percent readiness.  This basic readiness percentage is a significant improvement compared to previous quarters in 2013 where there was an average of 26 PAs who were Not Qualified each quarter.  

The most common reason why PAs were Not Qualified was due to immunizations.  Five of the 13 PAs did not have updated flu vaccines, 2 did not have PPDs, and 1 person had an outdated tetanus.  The readiness subcommittee members were able to contact all 13 of the PAs who were Not Qualified offering guidance as needed so they can be Basic Ready with the March 31, 2014, readiness check.  Our goal is to achieve at least a 95% basic readiness each quarter for PAs.
Recruitment and Retention Subcommittee-LCDR Mark McKinnon
Applications for PAs are closed. 

Welcoming Subcommittee-LCDR Candace Been
No updates.

Ad Hoc COF Subcommittee/ CDR Michelle Pelkey
For this year, the COF is focusing on breakout /category day, awards and PA social event (off site). CDR Pelkey can use some help if you are planning to attend. HSO category is planning a joint event. There is a combine PACs Social plan on June 11, 2014 (Wednesday night at Solas) @ 8:00-11:00.  So far, the committed PACS include HSO, Pharm, Dental, JOAG, DHPAG, and SWPAG who are all committed.
So, we want to commit to this and join as others are getting on board? If yes then the next meeting will be next week: March 4, 2014 @ 3:00pm EST; TCON Number: (641)-715-3200  Pass code: 697300#
 Ad Hoc AMSUS Subcommittee/ CDR Josef Rivero
The next AMSUS conference will be held in Washington, D.C. Please consider doing a poster/abstract for AMSUS.

Liaison Reports

JOAG/ LCDR Pieter Vanhorn
The Junior Officer Advisory Group is seeking nominations for 9 positions for voting membership for the 2014-2016 term. The February 2014 minutes is also available .Please check the JOAG website.

BOP/ CDR Dan Goldstein
The open cycle for PAs to apply to the commissioned corps of the USPHS occurred from October 17th through December 13th 2013.  I am aware of 2 PAs who applied to the BOP during the open cycle and were interviewed by phone on February 25, 2014.  

There are several collateral duty workgroups being assembled in the BOP applicable for mid-level providers (MLPs) and include the following: a Bureau Electronic Medical Records (BEMR) workgroup, an Orientation workgroup, and a Clinical Practice workgroup.  The vacancy announcements for these workgroups were sent out by email from CDR Robin Hunter Buskey to all MLPs in the BOP in January 2014.  CDR Hunter Buskey is the BOP physician assistant representative on the Mid Level Advisory Board.       

IHSC- LCDR Bishop
No updates.

IHS/
No updates.

FDA/ LCDR Stephen Smith
A search was conducted on US Jobs for consumer safety Officer, noting that these are the current positions available on today’s search;
Entry level positions (O-2 & O-3) at the GS 09 level:
	Silver Springs Maryland
	Davenport Iowa
	St Louis Missouri
	Portsmouth Virginia
Full investigator positions (O-4) at the GS 13 level:
	Silver Springs Maryland, College Park MD

NOAA/ CDR Michelle Pelkey
No updates.

PHSAPA/ LCDR Pieter Van Horn
PHSAPA is in the process of solidifying the lifetime membership. Please check the PHSAPA website.

DOD/ LCDR Billy Collins
No updates.

Action Items:
1. PAPAG Bylaws   -CDR Morris
Currently, we are updating each section of PAPAG By-laws. The updated version with comments on section of Article IV- Recommendations has been distributed to all voting members for additional comments. Please email it to joseph.morris@ihs.gov

2. See attachment for additional AIs




New Business:
1. Available positions in 2014- Chair elect and Executive Secretary

Meeting adjourned at 21:10 hours EST.
Next teleconference:   March 27, 2014 at 20:00 hrs EST.
Call –in number: 1-218-548-3569 Pass code: 778730# 
Minutes prepared by: CDR Janet Valdez, Secretary
Reviewed and approved by: LCDR Brian Burt, Chair
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	Attendance
	Rank
	Last Name
	First Name
	OPDIV

	Present
	LCDR
	Been
	Candace
	IHSC

	Present
	LCDR
	Bishop
	Deborah
	IHSC

	Present
	CDR
	Brooks
	Chauna
	BOP

	Present
	LCDR
	Burt
	Brian
	HRSA

	Excused
	LCDR
	Collins
	Billy
	DOD

	Absent
	LCDR
	Corbin
	Patricia
	BOP

	Absent
	LCDR
	Didonna
	Danielle
	FDA

	Present
	LCDR
	Forster
	Jerry
	DOJ/BOP

	Present
	CDR
	Goldstein
	Dan
	BOP

	Excused
	CDR
	Hager
	Paul
	IHS

	Excused
	CDR
	Keller
	Stephen
	IHS

	Present
	LCDR
	Licata
	Paul
	FDA

	Present
	LCDR
	McKinnon
	Mark
	HHS

	Present
	CDR
	Medina
	Miguel
	BOP

	Excused
	CDR
	Meece
	Rebecca
	HHS

	Present
	CDR
	Morris
	Joe
	DHS

	Absent
	LCDR
	Newcomb
	Joseph
	IHS

	Present
	LCDR
	Olson
	Holli
	IHS

	Present
	CDR
	Pelkey
	Michelle
	NOAA

	Present
	LCDR
	Rathke
	Christian
	NOAA

	Present
	LCDR
	Reid
	Jim
	BOP

	Present
	CDR
	Rivero
	Josef
	BOP

	Absent
	CDR
	Saini
	Parmjeet
	HRSA

	Present
	LT 
	Sanchez
	Tracy
	IHS

	Absent
	LCDR
	Thompson
	Jasen
	DHS

	Present
	CDR
	Valdez
	Janet
	NIH

	Present
	LCDR
	Van Horn
	Pieter
	BOP

	Absent

	CDR
	Zagula
	Matthew
	IHS


Liaisons:  LCDR Stephen Smith-excused
Guests: CDR Tracy Branch
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