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 Chair Report/ LCDR Brian Burt
PAPAG Chair Report:

We officially welcome LCDR James Reid to the Executive Secretary position.  He is detailed to the BOP and works in quality improvement at the Central Office in DC.  I would like to thank CDR Janet Valdez for her quality and reliable service to the PAPAG and her patience while we replaced her.  

AAPA Dues reduction for PHS Officers:  Thanks to the PHSAPA (LCDRs McKinnon and Parmley) we get $75 off the annual dues for Fellow members. 

Active duty PHS pay will be transferring to the USCG beginning 1 JAN 16; it is not known (at least by me) if we will go to biweekly paychecks.  PHS Retired pay has already transitioned.  

HSO Resource Directory will soon be out. 

Army 10-miler Sunday, October 12, 2014 in DC.  USPHS is putting a team together with numerous flag officers participating.  Please consider participating and representing the PAs. 

FYI the ITPAG (Information Technology) will now be called the HITPAG (Health Information Tech)

I am surveying all of the PAG Chairs to see if they are sending appointment letters to the eOPF and how they handle resignations.  

LCDR Licata has resigned from the PAG due to personal reasons

Finally, the exec committee met earlier this week and voted to change the meeting date to the 2nd Thursday of each month so the next meeting will be April 10th.  

We successfully submitted ONE PA for the HS junior officer award of excellence.  The 3 winners will be invited to the Joint Services Jr. Officer conference in San Antonio.  

HSO readiness is at 92.5%.

We have ~60 PAs under board review at this time.  I have contacted the HSPAC R&R crew to see how we can help with job placement once they get boarded.  

CDR Branch has graciously volunteered to represent the PAPAG at the OBC course to answer PA specific questions.  

HS PAC is looking at promotion trend data.  Specifically rates of promotion and factors influencing these.  HS-PAC is looking for Aide-De-Camps for our HSO flag officers. Let me know if you are interested.

Subcommittee Reports

Awards Subcommittee- LCDR Deborah Bishop
1) The committee will plan to decide on the recipient of the PAPAG 2014 award by April 8th. There are just two nominees.
2) Plans for next year - 2015 award cycle will be to increase solicitations for nominees.  One avenue for increased awareness will be communicated from the award chair (LCDR Bishop) to agency liaisons, with request that agency liaisons disseminate the award information to PA's in their agencies. 

3) A volunteer is needed to present the award at COA (June 10-12).  LCDR Burt and LCDR Bishop will discuss this further off line.

4) Consideration will be given to self nominations for the PAPAG award; however, it is not clear at this time how/when that will change.  It may be something that waits until next year. 

Communications Subcommittee- LCDR Jim Reid/CDR Stephen Keller
The roster has been updated on the website.
Face book page is up and available
The committee will start working on listserv and will need the PA list from readiness. 
We will discuss the minimum job announcement criteria with LCDR Burt in the future.
Membership Subcommittee-LT Tracy Sanchez/CDR Chauna Brooks
No updates.

Policy and Procedure Subcommittee- CDR Joe Morris/CDR Paul Hager
No updates.

Professional Development Subcommittee- LCDR Billy Collins/LCDR Danielle Didonna
We will be working on the following projects: 
-HSPAC CV Format Revision Project
-HSPAC Career Opportunities at the OPDIV Level Project -CDL Medical Certificate Awareness Project

Both LCDR Didonna and I will be working on the above listed projects in conjunction with the HSPAC Career Development committee.

I will be taking the FMSCA Commercial Driver's License Certification exam this month. I plan to develop an Awareness Project for the PAPAG post examination.

Readiness Subcommittee- CDR Dan Goldstein /CDR Josef Rivero
All 13 PAs who were Not Qualified with the December 31, 2013, quarterly readiness check have been contacted by the PAPAG readiness subcommittee members.  All of the 13 PHS officers were aware of their missing items and have fixed the problem.  We are hoping to achieve close to 100% readiness compliance for USPHS PAs during the next readiness check on March 31, 2014.  The subcommittee will develop and present a project about readiness tips for PHS deployments.    

Recruitment and Retention Subcommittee-LCDR Mark McKinnon
No updates.
Welcoming Subcommittee-LCDR Candace Been
No updates.

Ad Hoc COF Subcommittee/ CDR Michelle Pelkey
CDR Pelkey contacted LCDR Leshia Jones for information. She was advised that they are still waiting to confirm room availability, and to determine time of day and how long break out session will be.

Ad Hoc AMSUS Subcommittee/ LCDR Brian Burt
The conference will be held in Washington, DC on Dec 2-5.  There are some major events.  RADM Luschniak has announced that there will be an entire day commemorating the 50th anniversary of the SGs Report on Smoking. They will also be offering a 1-day pass.  
There is still time to submit abstracts for presentations.

Liaison Reports

JOAG/ LCDR Pieter Vanhorn
No updates.

BOP/ CDR Dan Goldstein
The BOP Liaison Officer reported 27% of BOP USPHS officers were not basic readiness qualified prior to the March 31st deadline.  Also, the President’s Challenge option for completing the yearly fitness requirement may be eliminated in the future, and all PHS officers are encouraged to complete the annual physical fitness test (APFT).  There may be a new type of APFT coming out in 2015. 

IHSC- LCDR Bishop
No updates.

IHS/
No updates.

FDA/ LCDR Stephen Smith
 There are currently 13 PA PHS Officers who work in FDA.  Current positions in FDA are posted and change weekly in https://www.usajobs.gov/ 

You can search for available positions using Consumer Safety Officer for entry level positions normally O-2 and O-3 with occasional O-4 positions. Once you have been in for a few years, then you can move into the O-5 billet positions such as Specialists, Management, Recall Coordinators and International Cadre.

If you have any questions about FDA, contact LCDR Stephen Smith @ 781-587-7512.

NOAA/ CDR Michelle Pelkey
NOAA will be recruiting for Hawaii vessel. The start date will be around October.

PHSAPA/ LCDR Pieter Van Horn
No updates.

DOD/ LCDR Billy Collins
No updates.

Meeting adjourned at 21:00 hours EST.
Next teleconference:   April 10, 2014 at 20:00 hrs EST.
Call –in number: 1-218-548-3569 Pass code: 778730# 
Minutes prepared by: CDR Janet Valdez, Secretary
Reviewed and approved by: LCDR Brian Burt, Chair
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	Attendance
	Rank
	Last Name
	First Name
	OPDIV

	Excused
	LCDR
	Been
	Candace
	IHSC

	Present
	LCDR
	Bishop
	Deborah
	IHSC

	Absent
	CDR
	Brooks
	Chauna
	BOP

	Present
	LCDR
	Burt
	Brian
	HRSA

	Present
	LCDR
	Collins
	Billy
	DOD

	Present
	LCDR
	Corbin
	Patricia
	BOP

	Present
	LCDR
	Didonna
	Danielle
	FDA

	Present
	LCDR
	Forster
	Jerry
	DOJ/BOP

	Present
	CDR
	Goldstein
	Dan
	BOP

	Excused
	CDR
	Hager
	Paul
	IHS

	Absent
	CDR
	Keller
	Stephen
	IHS

	Present
	LCDR
	McKinnon
	Mark
	HHS

	Present
	CDR
	Medina
	Miguel
	BOP

	Present
	CDR
	Meece
	Rebecca
	HHS

	Absent
	CDR
	Morris
	Joe
	DHS

	Present
	LCDR
	Newcomb
	Joseph
	IHS

	Absent
	LCDR
	Olson
	Holli
	IHS

	Absent
	CDR
	Pelkey
	Michelle
	NOAA

	Present
	LCDR
	Rathke
	Christian
	NOAA

	Present
	LCDR
	Reid
	Jim
	BOP

	Present
	CDR
	Rivero
	Josef
	BOP

	Absent
	CDR
	Saini
	Parmjeet
	HRSA

	Absent
	LT 
	Sanchez
	Tracy
	IHS

	Absent
	LCDR
	Thompson
	Jasen
	DHS

	Present
	CDR
	Valdez
	Janet
	NIH

	Present
	LCDR
	Van Horn
	Pieter
	BOP

	Present
	CDR
	Zagula
	Matthew
	IHS


Liaisons:  LCDR Stephen Smith-present
Guests: CAPT George Carter, CDR Bunnell, CDR Hunter-Buskey, LCDR Clemons, CDR Shawn Taylor

