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Public Health - Professional Advisory Group 

General Membership 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting Date:  10 April 2014 
Meeting Time:  1300-1400 EDT 
Meeting Facilitator: CDR Christye Brown 
Minutes Issued By: CDR Leslie Hausman 
 
Voting Members 
 

Rank First Last PHPAG Membership Role Attendance 

CDR Christye Brown Chair X 
CDR Tiffany Edmonds Senior Advisor X 
CDR Idongesit  Essiet-Gibson Voting Member Excused 
CDR Leslie Hausman Executive Secretary X 
CDR Melanie Ross Chair - Elect Excused 
CDR Matthew  Weinburke Chair - Awards Absent 
CDR Letia Boseman Chair - Policy Excused 
LCDR Elizabeth Garza Chair - Generalist/Global Health X 
LCDR LaJeana  Howie Chair - Career Development X 
LCDR Keisha  Johnson Chair - Mentoring Absent 
LCDR Nisha  Oatman Antoine Chair - Communications X 
LCDR Dina Passman Chair - EpiC Excused 
LCDR Andrea  Peay Chair - Membership X 
LCDR Donna  Philips Co-Chair - Career Development X 
LCDR Monique  Salter Co-Chair - Communications Absent 
LCDR Paula Washington Voting Member Absent 
LCDR Margaret Whittaker-Caulk Chair - Health Promotion X 
LCDR Sara  Azimi-Bolourian Co-Chair - Awards X 
LT Christian Bullock Co-Chair - Membership X 

 
Acting Chairs 
 
Rank First Last PHPAG Committee Role Attendance 

LCDR Jonathan  Kwan Acting Chair - EpiC X 

LT Stephanie Briguglio Acting Chair - Global Health X 

 
Call to Order 
CDR Christye Brown called the meeting to order at 1304 EDT 
 
Roll Call: Voting Members & Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs 
CDR Leslie Hausman 
 
Old Business 
March Voting Membership meeting minutes approved. 
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Committee Reports 
 
Awards 
Reported by: LCDR Sara Azimi-Bolourian 
1. New or ongoing items that the committee is working on 

­ The Award preparation SOP was updated and sent to the PHPAG Chair for review and approval. 
We are currently working on creating a new PHPAG award targeting junior officers.  

 
2. Accomplishments since the last PHPAG General Membership meeting 

­ We received 5 nomination packages and each nomination was reviewed by 5 reviewers. The 
reviewers worked independently, not as a group in their scoring. The conference call was held 
on Wednesday April 2nd to discuss the scores and select the awardee.  The awardee was 
selected and the information was forwarded to the PHPAG Chair. A plaque is being ordered to 
award at the COF Symposium. 

 
Career Development 
Reported by: LCDR LaJeana Howie 
1. New or ongoing items that the committee is working on 

­ Coaching on Demand, led by CDR Majersky.  CDR Majersky had a meeting with the HSPAC 
Career development group to discuss how the two committees will work together on this 
activity.  The Coaching on Demand will take place in September. 

­ Promotions Webinar, led by LCDR Chaves had a meeting with LCDR Phillips to discuss the plans 
for this year’s webinar.  During the meeting they reviewed the evaluation results from last 
year’s webinar and it appeared that the two speakers from last year, CDR McCormick and CAPT 
Merriweather’s presentations were well received. Based on these results, they are planning to 
invite them both to speak again this year.  They plan to schedule the webinar for either the 
end-August/early September.  

­ Brown Bag: Details, led by LCDR Howie 
­ We have one officer who is willing to speak about his detail experience.  We are in need of two 

more officers who are willing to speak.   If anyone one is interested in speaking about their 
experience, please contact LCDR Howie at lih7@cdc.gov. 

­ Brown Bag: Discussing Commissioned Officers Duties with your Supervisor, led by LCDR 
Ahmadi.  His group had a meeting to discuss the outline for the brownbag.  They are planning to 
submit a final outline by the end of this April.   

­ CEU Resource Guide, led by LT Kabore.  A first draft of the resource guide was reviewed by 
LCDRs Howie and Phillips.  The comments were incorporated and LT Kabore sent a second draft 
of the guide for review.     

 
Communications 
Reported by: LCDR Nisha Oatman Antoine 
1. New or ongoing items that the committee is working on 

 Website updates – LCDR Antoine is working on updates for the website. 

 New Volunteer – The committee welcomes LT Melinda Frank! 

 Weekly announcement update – LCDR Daniel is leading this effort and is scheduling a meeting 
to discuss finalizing the announcement reformat. They will work on including a photo of the 
coin in our weekly announcement.  

mailto:lih7@cdc.gov
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 Coin Update- Coins have arrived and LCDR Cora will lead marketing efforts. LT Frank will assist 
with marketing. 

 SOP update – Financial Liaison and Communications Subcommittee SOP are to be finalized and 
sent out in April.  

 Newsletter – LT Warren has volunteered to work on the End of Year newsletter. It was 
suggested that articles be requested throughout the year to capture PHPAG activities that occur 
early in the year, instead of waiting until year end. 

 
Membership 
Reported by: LCDR Andrea Peay 
1. New or ongoing items that the committee is working on 

­ The membership subcommittee is currently working on the Membership SOP with plans to 

complete by the end of May. 

2. Accomplishments since the last PHPAG General Membership meeting 
­ The subcommittee assisted in the coordination of the CDC Commissioned Corps Awareness Day 

on March 26th and later sent information on how to join the PHPAG listserv to officers who 
became interested in the PHPAG after attending the event. 

 
Mentoring 
Reported by:  CDR Joy Matthias 
1. New or ongoing items that the committee is working on 

­ Discussing results of 2013 survey to identify areas of improvement 
­ Creating a welcome letter for new OBC officers that can be distributed re: the Peer –to-Peer 

Networking program as well as creating a one-page marketing flyer 
­ Distributing every three months via the HSO and JOAG list serve’s the HSO’s “Peer to Peer “ 

networking message 
­ Networking Survey/Report idea to increase response rate - link to a certificate officers can 

download 
­ Next meeting April 11th @ 10am 
 

2. Accomplishments since the last PHPAG General Membership meeting 
­ Contacted the current HSO mentoring committee chair (LCDR Raquel Peat) and participated in 

quarterly meeting. First quarterly meeting held Tuesday, April 9th 
­ Updated the weekly PHPAG announcement to include new Chair as the POC of Peer-to-Peer 

Networking Program 
­ Updated the HSO Mentoring brochure with new Chair information. Website to be updated later 
­ Status of the Peer-to-Peer networking Program  

 44 officers have been matched [CDR [6), LCDR (18), LT (20)] 
 20 officers waiting to be matched [CDR (3), LCDR (10), LT (6), LTJG (1)] 
 December 2013: Two applications received 
 January 2014: Three applications received  

­ Committee has begun discussing results of the 2013 Peer-to-Peer Networking Evaluation survey 
­ Forwarded result of 2013 Networking Evaluation report to the current PHPAG chair and 

previous PHPAG chair 
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Public Health Track Committee Reports 
 
Epidemiology (EpiC) 
Reported by: LCDR Jonathan Kwan 
1. New or ongoing items that the committee is working on 

­ LCDR Dina Passman, EpiC (VM) Chair, had her twin girls on Feb 24. Their names are Lena and 
Rachel. The girls are doing well and the parents, albeit sleep deprived, are enjoying parenthood. 

­ EpiC is continuing to move forward with developing a Brown Bag on disaster epidemiology for 
late spring/early summer. Anticipated speakers are two PHS Officers, including LCDR Richard 
Dunville, an EpiC member. Dates and details are still being worked out. Once a date is selected 
we will run it by the PHPAG leadership to ensure the calendar is available. 

­ The PHPAG Generalist of Public Health Track/Committee contacted EpiC to look at EpiC’s 
Google site as a reference point. We will respond to any questions they have about our website 

­ EpiC is continuing to look into developing a process to share upcoming epidemiology related 
events/conferences with PHPAG, and potentially to other groups as appropriate. 

 
2. Accomplishments since the last PHPAG General Membership meeting 

­ LT Jennifer Merte, EpiC Secretary, has revamped EpiC’s Google based website. Documents are 
now organized into distinct sub-folders making the site more user friendly.  

­ Based on part of the scientific reviews performed by 9 EpiC members volunteers, the USPHS 
Epidemiology Interest Group (EIG) selected 8 presentations for the Epidemiology Session at the 
USPHS Scientific and Training Symposium. 

­ EpiC has successfully assigned co‐liaison positions to all epi relevant PAGs and PACs. As 
mentioned at the last PHPAG meeting, these Officers will act as back up should the liaison not 
be able to attend or report at the respective meetings. 

 
Generalist 
Reported by: LCDR Elizabeth Garza  
1. New or ongoing items that the committee is working on 

 Planning a Brownbag for May on “Clinical to Administrative: How to Make that Career 
Transition”, working to set a date with RADM Clara Cobb (Regional Health Administrator for 
Region IV in the nurse category). 

 Working with the Healthcare Administrator’s Professional Advisory Group (HAPAG) to plan a 
joint Brownbag for July/August on “Success Stories: Project Officer Lessons Learned”. 

 Deployment Opportunities for ‘Generalists’ article based on highlights from the Brownbag held 
in November 2013 is in the review process, plan to submit to the JOAG Journal as well as the 
COA Frontline for publication. 

 
2. Accomplishments since the last PHPAG General Membership meeting 

 A couple of our officers were able to participate in the Surgeon Generals’ walk in Washington 
D.C. on National Walking Day (April 2nd) in partnership with the JOAG Every Body Walk! 
Workgroup and the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 
 We designed the route for the 30min walk, developed marketing material and coordinated 

logistics in partnership with JOAG, NIOSH and the OSG 

 Developed and submitted marketing material for the PHPAG OBC ‘Brag Binder’ to include 
information on who we are/when we meet and proposed activities for 2014 

 The next meeting is Wednesday, April 16th from 1400-1500 EST  
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Global Health 
Reported by: LT Stephanie Briguglio  
3. New or ongoing items that the committee is working on 

­ Global Health mission, goals & objectives  
­ Updating an existing document that lists global health opportunities for PHS HSO officers 
­ Preliminary work on series of brownbags or panels on potential global health career 

opportunities 
 

4. Accomplishments since the last PHPAG General Membership meeting 
­ Google Sites website created with intention of sharing/posting files for GHT members  
­ Abstract accepted for COA Roundtables at Category Day. Title of abstract: Global Health Track 

for the Public Health Professional Advisory Committee 
­ Submitted slide on Global Health Track to LT Pieters for the OBC PHPAG Brag Binder 

 
Health Promotion/Health Education (HPHE) 
Reported by: LCDR Margaret V. Whittaker-Caulk 
1. New or ongoing items that the committee is working on 

­ Surgeon General’s Smoking Cessation Report Presentation next Friday during our regularly 
scheduled timeframe (1-2 pm EST), Adobe Link and call-in number have been in past PHPAG 
announcements; began to work on populating our website for the HPHE with applicable health 
promotion documents, past presentations and a roster; we will be at the OBC Open House in 
April to promote the PHPAG and HPHE groups, as well as get individuals to sign up for the 
groups. 

 
2. Accomplishments since the last PHPAG General Membership meeting 

­ Held our Health Education Techniques presentation by Amina Gilyard last month, have our 
meeting/presentation schedule finalized through July. 

 
Policy 
Reported by:  LT Elizabeth Russell 
1. New or ongoing items that the committee is working on 

­ We have met monthly since January on the 4th Tuesday at 2:30 PM; the next meeting is April 
25, 2014. 

­ The Policy SOP is complete. 
 

2. Accomplishments since the last PHPAG General Membership meeting 
­ We will conduct a policy roundtable at the HSO category day at the COF conference and donate 

a policy book for the HSO booth raffle. 
­ We have an up-coming joint PHPAG and BASBAG webinar on April 16, 2014: Are you prepared 

to “protect, promote, and advance” the health of a rapidly growing older adult population? 
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New Business 
 
USPHS Scientific and Training Symposium  
CDR Brown confirmed the PHPAG Meet and Greet event will be held at the Bolt restaurant on 
Wednesday June 11th.  More information will follow. 
 
HSPAC Meeting 
CDR Brown briefed the PAC last week on how the PHPAG is doing and provided an update on each of 
the Committee’s accomplishments. 

 
 

Open Forum 
 
CDR Hausman congratulated officers whose promotions took effect April 1st and reminded them to 
contact LCDR Nisha Oatman Antione with their new rank. 
 
Meeting Adjourned:  CDR Brown adjourned meeting at 1:40 PM EDT 
 

 
AMSUS 

 
The 2014 AMSUS (Association of Military Surgeons of the United States) Annual Conference will be 
taking place 02-05 DEC 2014 at the Walter E, Washington Convention Center in Washington, DC. Come 
join all of our DoD, VA, and International Colleagues. This year's theme is Federal Health in Transition 

AMSUS Podium Abstracts will be accepted Monday 3 February – Monday 5 May 2014, 4:00 pm EDT; 
PLENARY SESSION PRESENTERS ATTEND AMSUS FREE!!! *Note – All Podium Presentations will be sixty 
(60) minute sessions for the 2014 Annual Meeting 

We will have a day at AMSUS highlighting the 50th Anniversary of the first Surgeon General's Report on 
Smoking and Health. 

Basic Tobacco Intervention Skills Certification for Medical and Allied Professionals (and Instructor 
Certification) - Coursed offered on Friday 05 DEC 2014; AMSUS will serve as the culmination of all the 
events around the 50th Anniversary of the first Surgeon General's Report on Smoking and Health. 

Poster Presentation Abstract submission will open 2 June 2014  

If you are interested in volunteering and participating on this year’s USPHS AMSUS Committee, please 
e-mail LT Cody Thornton (Cody.Thornton@hhs.gov), CDR Malaysia Gresham 
(Malaysia.Gresham@dha.mil) and CDR David Lau (David.Lau@ice.dhs.gov) 

  

mailto:Cody.Thornton@hhs.gov
mailto:Malaysia.Gresham@dha.mil
mailto:David.Lau@ice.dhs.gov
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The USPHS Social is free except for those who would like to purchase the food for $15/20. The 
SG/DSG and all CPOs are invited also as this is part of the JOAG Social tradition. 
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