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Leadership Present
Chair, CDR Scott Eppler
Secretary, LCDR Alexia Blyther
CDR Malaysia Gresham, Policy Chair
CDR Todd Johnson, Awards Chair
CDR Tricia Booker, Communications Chair
LCDR Sonjia Howard, Recruitment and Retention Chair
LCDR Kathleen Watkins, Career Development Chair
LCDR Lamar Henderson, Membership Vice Chair
LT Baize- Readiness/Deployment Vice Chair

Membership Present
CAPT Jay Seligman
CAPT Laura Aponte
CAPT Elise Young
CDR Kelli Bonyeau
CDR Elizabeth Hastings
CDR Julie Niven
CDR Donald Schmidt
CDR Jeremy Combs
CDR Tracy Pace
CDR Jonathan White
CDR Tina Bryant
CDR Jerry Mahlau-Heinart
CDR Tarsha Cavanaugh
CDR Scott Connor
LCDR Kymberly Spady-Grove
LCDR Ramon Font
LCDR Renee Pleasanton 
LT Nicole Pascua
LT Elliott Hill

Chair Report
· Requested  Motion to approve Minutes-minutes approved

· Introduction to all share reflections of COA


· LCDR Howard discusses COA:
· COA Scientific Training & Symposium – Sheraton Atlanta 19 - 21 May
Opening Ceremonies – Honor Cadre
Surgeon General Vice Admiral Vivek H. Murthy introduced and spoke
Break-Out Sessions – Variety of sessions to include Ebola – MMU mission 
CDRs Buckingham & Fields conducted training sessions 
GSs 5k Run/APFT – Piedmont Park
HSPAC Monthly Meeting – CDR Gresham presented on the podium
Exhibit Hall – over 200+ vendors and booths to include COA/JOAG/NURSING/NYC COA 
Poster Competitions – CDR Gresham & CDR Aimee Williams presented a poster; CDR Todd Johnson presented a poster / pictures
PHS Music Ensemble – CDR Todd Johnson
Social – Held that Wed. night at Club Opera – Our Leadership:
· Surgeon General Vice Admiral Vivek H. Murthy
· Deputy Surgeon General (RADM) Boris D. Lushniak
· RADM Scott F. Giberson
Leadership shook the hands of and took photos with 400+ PHS Officers

Subcommittee Reports
· Awards -LCDR Todd Johnson
· 3 Senior SW nominations and 11 Junior SW nominations
· Senior SW of the Year-Donald Schmidt of ICE in Lumpkin GA since 2012, attended COA but was unable to accept award do to being busy, please congratulate
· Junior SW of the Year-LCDR Sonjia Howard-DOD in Ft Bragg, NC
· Thank you letter sent to nominators and certificates sent to nominees for placement OPF
· Thanks to Awards committee on their hard work 
· For upcoming meeting will look at processes for awards and will review for any needed Johnson

· Career Development- LCDR Watkins
· Recruit to build membership
· Develop survey to assess career needs of social workers
· Coordinate panel discussion to work on future programming and information sharing on employment opportunities

· Communications- CDR Eppler (reporting for CDR Tricia Booker)
· working on SWPAG newsletter out by end of week-Tricia Booker
· Continue to submit information


· Membership-LCDR Lamar Henderson
· Working on recommendations for Standard Operating Procedures (SOP’s)
· Met after COA and finalized SOP’s based on CDR Eppler’s recommendations

· Mentoring-LCDR Berilla absent, LT Garcia absent

· Policy-CDR Gresham
· Recruited new members for team
·  working with membership committee
· taken recs for rolling out  voting membership next to expand opportunities for leadership roles for the SWPAG
·  LCDR Alexander will be returning and will meet
· Policy team is putting out an article in Newsletter to highlight new policies, also want to bring on people to discuss specific policies, if you have specific policies that want discussed please let us know so we can have that policy briefed on call
· plug on AMSUS in San Antonio this upcoming Fall, there is still accepting Poster presentations, last year had Federal Partners meeting with all Chief Social Workers from each service to discuss future of Social Work, please let CDR Gresham know if you are interested in participating


· Readiness/Deployment-LT Baize
· Continuation-working on Readiness page on Facebook and new links on SWPAG website,
· PT uniform date not out yet-per information at COF it should be soon
· APAN training–software developed by Navy that allows communication and we hope to utilize as resource for SWPAG; currently only other category to utilize is Therapist

· Recruitment and Retention-LCDR Howard
· 3 new members to team
· Still working with OBC
· 3 articles coming up in the Newsletter (please add there was a lot feedback)
· Welcome Packet working on for Exec committee
· Continue to remain interested in Clinical Exam workshop
· Next Meeting Monday 7/13 at 11am EST

OPDIV/Career Discussion
· CDR Buckingham
Walter Reed Bethesda-Primary Role is to build morale within the setting, build up cognitive ability to deal with adversity and bounce back, provide exec coaching with 06’s and how to deal with staff challenges, received best practices from Joint Commission, work to prevent burn-out of staff and compassion towards each other, Deputy 05 position open


New Business
· CAPT Seligman-BOP is opening more SW positions, current position Rochester NY-04 billet, working to circulate more 05 positions
· CDR Gresham-if you have any questions about Mental Health MOA in DOD please contact CDR Gresham, Army has several vacant positions, MOA is open until 2020
· CDR Eppler-the extension of this MOA displays our impact on DOD

Future SWPAG Meetings
· Sept 9 1430 EST
· Dec 9 1430 EST

